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LAMAR UNIVERSITY 
MANUAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  

 
SECTION: Academic Affairs       MAPP 02.04.15  

AREA:  Academic Courses, Programs & Curriculum  
 

Credit Transfer from LU Graduate Certificates to LU Doctoral Programs 

 
I. POLICY  

 

A. Programs offering both graduate certificates and doctoral degrees are permitted the inclusion of 
up to 9 hours of Lamar University graduate certificate coursework, at any level (5000 or above), 
to be applied toward the doctoral-level course requirements. Furthermore, an additional 3 hours 
(for a total of 12 hours) of Lamar University graduate certificate hours may be credited if the 
coursework is at the doctoral level (6000 or above).  

 

II. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
  

A. To enhance the academic experience for students and optimize the efficiency of faculty workloads 
within programs offering both graduate certificates and doctoral degrees, we hereby establish a 
policy permitting the inclusion of up to 9 hours of Lamar University graduate certificate 
coursework, at any level (5000 or above), to be applied toward the doctoral-level course 
requirements. Furthermore, an additional 3 hours (for a total of 12 hours) of Lamar University 
graduate certificate hours may be credited if the coursework is at the doctoral level (6000 or 
above). This policy aims to not only broaden recruitment opportunities for doctoral candidates 
but also streamline the progression of students through their graduate studies. Additionally, it is 
designed to alleviate workload concerns for faculty members, fostering a more effective and 
resourceful educational environment. 
 

B. The policy applies to all LU programs offering both graduate certificates and doctoral degrees. 
The policy should not be used to supersede any accreditation, state, or federal policies that may 
apply to specific programs, ensuring full compliance with external regulations and standards that 
are pertinent to each individual program's requirements and expectations. 
  

III. DEFINITIONS  
  

A. Graduate Certificate. A graduate certificate is a short-term, specialized program of study typically 
offered by a higher education institution. It is designed for individuals who have already 
completed either a bachelor's or master’s degree and wish to gain advanced knowledge and skills 
in a specific field or discipline without the extensive time commitment of a full graduate degree 
program. Graduate certificates often consist of a focused curriculum, and upon successful 
completion, they provide participants with a formal recognition or certificate signifying their 
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VII. APPROVAL  
 

 
Dr. Brett C. Welch 

 
06/17/2024 

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
(Acting)  

 
 

 


